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MISCELLANEOUS 
Ty the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

{ was much pleased with the general 
tenor of the strictures on a late Baptis- 
mal Ball, which appeared in the number 
for December last. To one part of the 
papers however, I hesitate tn givin ig my 
concurrence. Tallude to the writer’s 
opinion op the fashionable aceomplish- 
ment of daneing, which «he does not 
condemn when restrained within rea- 
sonable hours, and prac tised in unexcep- 
ceptionable company. , 

Having several children, whom I am 
anxious to educate on Christian princi- 
ples, and whom [| would net unnecessari- 
ly restrain in the enjoyment of such re- 
creations and accomplishments as are 
compatible with the Christian character, 
J must confess it would be a gratification 
tome to know the sentiments of the 
Christian Observer on thts point, hav- 
ing myself considerable doubts as to the 
propriety or necessity of dancing form- 
ing a branch of the education of children, 
to qualify them for any station in socie- 
ty; and asl am apprehensive that the 
admission of the sentiments contained 
in the paper: alluded to, without any note 
ty » quality or contradict it,* wiih be con- 
strued by the readers of your wor k vene- 
rally to be the opinion of the conductors, 
l am on this account also anxious to see 
au explicit opinion on the subject. 

1. O. 
-—= + oo 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
ltwas with much pleasure that I read 
the very excellent observations on a 


* Si ae an inference would certainly be ve- 
a unfair. It is obvious, that if we were to 

troduce notes of dissent from part.cnlar 
ven iments of our corres spondents, we should 
'¢ rendering ourselves responsible for all 
from which we did not express our dissent. 





baptismal bail, contained in your Num- 
ber for December lasts but uniting in 
opinion with another correspondent, r .), 
whose short letter lately appeared in 
your work, I request the in-scrtion in 
your useful publication, of a tew obser- 

vations on the subject of da: ing. as an 
acomplishment permitted ve taught 
in some Christian families. 

Upon what principles such a permission 
is given. it 1s not easy to conceive, I ne- 
ver heard of any argument that app eared 
to have the least soundne ‘$5 in it, except 
the expectation of acquiring grace im at- 
titudes and movements. Now I do not 
think this an object sufliciently impor- 
tant: and if it were, a question would 
remain, whether it eight not be as well 
attained under the tuition of a serjeant 
of the Guards: atleastas far as upen- 
ing the chest, throwing back the slioul- 
ders, giving a firm step, and an erect po- 
sition to the body. ‘The graces derived 
from dancing, in many ‘instances, tov 
nearly approach to affectation. Ifgrace- 
ful movements and easy attitudes were 
really the object, the minuet only would 
be taught, but minuets are out of fashion; 
and as to the hopping, skipping, and ca- 
pering of what were called c ountry dan- 
Ces, (what they are named at presents J 
know not,) such stens do not seem to me 
to be well adapted to reasonable beings. 
IT have lieard some persons plead for dan- 
cing as an healthy exercise; but in this 

respect, to compare w alking or running 
in the open air, with au exerciwe whie h 
expands the lungs to the contaminated 
atmosphere of 2 ball room, wouid be too 
hs grpap lora moment’s attention. 
But the consideration which appears to 
me to demand the most particular at- 
tention, is the use which may hereafter 
be made of this accomplishment; and 
the inducement which may be founded 
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in a taste fordancing to frequent parties, 
and partake of amusements, which a 
Christian parent would hardly approve. 
It is true, that while young persons are 
immediately under the eye of such pa- 
rents, these consequences might be pre- 
vented ; but in cases of death, or remo- 
val, whocan tell what the society will 
be into which such voung persons may 
be introduced ; and what a strong argu- 
ment it would be teaddress to theing* Can 
you supposes for one moment, that such 
excellent persons as your father, and 
mother, would have had you taught dan- 
cing, in oraer Nor to have it practised 
They certainly meant that you should 
do what they tauzht vou to do.” 

For many years, to which | now look 
back with regret and deep repentance, 
dancing was one of my favourite amuse- 
ments; and I therefore had innumera- 
ble opportunities of experiencing in ny- 
self,and witnessing in others, its demo- 
ralizing influence ; and I am disposed 
to conclude, that the more of elegance 
and of persunal grace is introduced into 
it, the more it is to be shunned as a dan- 
gerous temptation. It is the tenden- 
cy of dancing to add fresh attraciions to 
personal display, and a higher zest to 
the feeling of personal vanity. Whate- 
ver is attended by such eifects, does not 
seem tobe in uaison with that modesty 
and reserve which St. Paul recommends 3 
and that can scarcely be a proper accom 
plishnent for a Christian, which, when 
executed in perfection, was deemed by a 
celebrated heathen writer, to be incon- 
sistent with the character of a modest 
woman. The music also, which is com- 
posed for this frivolous amusement, is of 
a character equally light and tvifling. 
Now, to render the eye familiar with se- 
ductive graces, and the ear accustomed 
to frivolous sounds, does not seem per- 
fectly congruons with that spirit which 
pervades the Gospel. 

[fit be said, that I reason rather a- 
rainst the abuse thar the ase of daucing, 
and that the bes: things mav be abused 
without affording a fair ary uneut aeainst 
their use. the seply is obvious. The ob- 
servation implies, that there is a real 
good an acknowledged use, in the pur- 
suit which is defended. But this is not 
the case with dancing 3 as it may most 
reasenably be contended that there re- 


sults from it no good whatever, and that 
all which can be supposed useful jyay 
be attained by other and safer mea); 
But were the use admitted to the fy). 
lest extent that can be pleaded, let jt i» 
remembered, that such use applies only 
to the body, and that the danger is { 
the soul ; and such a consideration oug)t 
to close the discussion, and make pa. 
rents who are anxious for the salvation of 
their offspring, hesitate at least, before 
they teach their children this art. 

Que peint, sir, remains, and T haye 
done. Sorry I am to observe, that there 
are arising many gradations in the reli. 
gious world ; the result of a sort of fash- 
ion in religion. ‘There are many, who, 
without being real Christians, wish to 
be thought so. Now many of these peo- 
ple indulge in companies and societies, 
in a style of living, and in plans of edu- 
cation for their children, which appear to 
be rather inconsistent with their profes. 
sion. Such characters are very apt to 
shelter themselves, whenever it is possi- 
ble, under the example of those who are 
considered as more religious than them- 
selves. Thechildren of such persons, 
in all probability, learn to dance ; and ii 
any question be made of its propricty, 
most readily they immediately quote 
the example of those, whose high chaiac- 
ter may exempt them from every susp- 
cion ofinsincerity. Perhans they may 
be persons who stand in the very first 
rank in the religious world, and whose 
piety it would be impossible to doubt. 
The argument would be deemed unan- 
swerable; but what a diflerence there 
may bein the application P With one 
party, the accomplishment may prove 
really innocent; but what may it not 
prove with the other ? It would be vers 
easy to enlarge on this remark ; but |! 
trust the conclusion will be obvious tf) 
your readers, 
~ Mr, Wilberforce, in his admirable 
work on Christianity, has, with an elo- 
quence which spreads a charm over all 
that flows from his pen, pointed out se- 
veral amusements that are proper for 4 
Christian. What a sorry figure would 
dancing have made in that beautiful pas- 
sage! To beings with immortal souls, 
how invaluable is time! far too preci- 
ous to be wasted in the acquisition o! 
such useless, not to say hurtful, accom 











\ishwents. How many pursuits, how 
many branches of useful Knowledge, are 
entirely neglected in general education ; 
ani is it not tobe lamented, that young 
ladies, after employing for years many 
hours every week 1u music and dancing, 
are often tound entirely ignorant in that 
most useful science, economy, which is 
so rarely taught on principle. seg | 
your many valuable correspondents, 
marnestly wish, that some one would 
consider thisimportant subject for the 
benefit of your readers. ‘The number of 
families who are ruined, through igno- 
rance of the means of proportioning their 
expenses to their income, affords perpe- 
tual proofs how little this subject is un- 
derstood ; and yet the precepts might 
clearly be drawn from that great source 
of true knowledge, the Holy Scriptures. 
The husband or the wife whe is deficient 
in economy, cannot be liberal, generous, 
charitable, or just; nor can a virtue, 
which has its grand foundation in self- 
denial, be an improper study for a Chris- 
tian. 

When we consider that the Holy 
Scriptures represent us as strangers and 
pilgrims upon earth, where we have no 
continuing city, they seem to call upon 
all parents in the education of their 
children to be in the highest degree soli- 
citous te instruct them with a view to 
this state. Thefuture situation of daugh- 
ters especially cannot be known, nor, 
consequently, thenecessity or propriety 
of the common female accomplishments ; 
but we may rest assured that these ac- 
complishments are not the best calculat- 
el to promote their Christian progress 
in any cases; and in some situations 
have a direct contrary tendency. And 
surely this is a consideration that should 
make the deepest impression on the 
minds of all parents, before instruction 
is permitted in an art, void of every mo- 
ral or religious tendency, of no use in 
the material object of self-employment, 
and which 1s se far from being a resource 
in a solitary situation, orin moments of 
vacuity, that it demands a measure of 
gaiety, and a species of dissipation be- 
fore it can be exercised ; and if it should 
prove, by reason of their excelling in it, 
particularly pleasing to young persons, 
it may probably lead to danger. Is such 
2 pursuit, then, advisable for those who 
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are setting out on their pilgrimage 

through the dangers, temptations, rocks, 

shoals, and quicksands of life? Is not 
instruction in such an art somewhat too 
direct a breach of the injunction against 
conformity to the world ? 

I am, &c. A. Y. 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
The following is a transcript frem an 

autograph of Dr. Watts. It originally 

belonged tomy maternal grandfather, 
who was united to the congregation of 
that eminent dissenter. Every reader 
acquainted with his writings will,I doubt 
not, recognize in this little production 
the spirit and fervour of Dr. Watts. The 
original I prize as an iuateresting relic, 
sad regard it with all the veneration 
which becomes a Protestant. 

J. M. 

“ To the Minister that shall assist att ye 
ordination of Mr. Price in ye Church 
of Christ meeting in Burry Street. 

“ My dear & Reverend Friends, Fa- 

thers & Brethren, 

“ During the time of my long afflic- 
tion & confinement your kind offices to 
the Church, Your rich supplys of my ab- 
sence, & your constant prayers for me 
have given me no small support & con- 
solation. Your Work of see is ever 


before the Lord & your Reward with - 


your God. 
« ‘The concern of mind I have had for 
the welfare of this Church makes me re- 


joyce in their solemn appointment of ny 


worthy Brother Mr. Samuell Price to 
minister untothem in all holy things: 
And [ take this Occasion publickly to 
testify my most hearty approbation of 
his being joynd with me in the pastoral 
care & oversight of this flock : For I be- 
lieve it to be the most proper & effectuall 
means for their preservation & encrease 
during my absence, & for their more a 
bundant edification & comfort, when the 
Lord shall finish his Chastising work, & 
restore me again to their service, which 
I wait & hope for thro’ the prayers of 
the Saints on Earth, & ye mediation of 


my Great Intercessor in heaven. The 
sweet Experience | have had of the 
knowledge and piety of iny Dear Bro- 


ther, of his sincere zeal for God & hearty 
Love to this Church, of his Great dill- 
gence & faithfullness in assisting me 
these many years in the Work of preach- 
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ing, piye me the most perfect satisfac- 
tion & pleasure in his being called to all 
other services together with me. While 
you ave pleading with God for merey 
for this Church & a fresh Effusion of the 
Spirit upon him, & large Success in his 
Lavors, my soul shall meet you att the 
wercy seat andsay, Lord, outdo all their 
Petitions. 

**} assure myself 1 have no need to 
ask you to putin a word for me att the 
Throne; But tis my desire that Patience, 
Resignation to the Will of God, and 
great Refinement in this furnace may be 
the inatter of your requests as much as 
my Health and recovery. And. I en- 
treat that my God may “receive prayse 
in publick tor his supporting Grace & 
the constant light of his Countenance un- 
der bis dark & heavy dispensations, e- 
ven when |! have had tie fairest and 
deepest convictions how much | have 
deserved them. O mav his Spirit ever 
rest upon you, and never sufler you to 
provo’e him,as | have done by any de- 
grees of negligence in your glorious 
work, that you may never fall under the 
same sharp discipline. 

“ Salute the Church where you now 
worship with my most fervent Love in 
the Lord Jesus. I design, if God assist, 
to visit them with a few lines shortly up- 
on this Oceasion, and att all times toshew 
how much I am devoted to the service of 
their faith and joy. 

“Tam _ 
My Dear & Reverend Friends 
Yours most affectionately 
in our Blessed Lord 
ISAAC WATTS. 
Theobalds, March ist. 1713-14."" 
— ae 0) 2 2 tm me 
ANECDOTES, 
Calculated to show the Utility of distri- 
buting Religious Treets. 

An Officer of the Royal Nivy, being 
ona visit in Bristol, his friend present- 
ed him with a Vracé s as svon as he 
certained what if was, he threw it from 
him with disdain, thinking himself in- 
sulted by being placed on a level with 
the poor; for wh use he con- 
sideved Tracts were intended. The Ja- 
dy wis not thereby intimidated, but ob- 
serving that he was fond of smoking a 
pipe in the summer-house, she placed the 


“Se 


ise alone 


* Swzarner’s Prayer”on the floor, a 
if by accident. Observing it lying there, 
he had the CUrLOSITY to e@Xaluine What it 
was: finding ita Tract, he was on th 
point of throwing it away 3 but being q. 
lone, and having no witness, his pric, 
did not take the alarm,as in the forme, 
instance. He readit with astenitsumert, 
and with gratiiinte tou Gop for not jay. 
ing cut him oF in his sinful courses—be. 
came an anxious miquirer “ What mus 
[do to be saved ¥’—was directed 1) 
Crnraisr Jesus @re Loro,. whose blood 
cleanseth from all sin—tound rest to bis 
soul,and became as emineot in piety as 
he had been for profaneness.” 
secipasiph ttle 

‘“ A poor woman seeing the Tract, 
“Sin xo Trircxe,” fiy out ofa window, 
ran across the street. took it up, and read 
it with aftention. Lt wasmade the means 
of convincing her of sia —dreve her toa 
throne of grace, and then to inquire al. 
ter the faithful preaching of the Gospel, 
When she became acquainted with the 
efficacy of the all-atoning blood, she 
thought it her duty to return the ‘Tract 
to the house from wheace it blew; she 
knocked at the door. told the servant the 
circumstance and offered him the Tract, 
He said he was sure it could net be from 
that house, for they never troubled them- 
selves about RELIGION there! 

“The master of the house passig 
through the hall, inquired what the wo- 
man wanted ? Ele was told her errand ; 
thinking hera peor fanatic, he told the 
servant to ask which window she saw il 
come from. She neinted if out > when 
he went jocosely into the drawins-room, 
toalady whe was on a visit there, anu 
asked her if she was turned Methodist ¢ 
relating the fact of a Tract having drop 
ped from her bed room window. ne 
lady acknowledged thot some person had 
puta Tract in her hand in the street—sie 
had read it with peculiar emohon, ands ie 
trusted, wit) great nrofit—-had land i on 
her toilette, but had missed tf some time. 


, told 


her artless tale, was rewarded for ! 
hestyv and dismissed by tne teal with ad- 
vice to hold on in the wavs of holin 

‘y he master of the house requested =": 
mission te reat this wonderful Tract: 24 
became a truly pious character. ‘“Loet€ 


rw 1} 1 
+ ‘The poor woman was cated | 











e also reason to hope well of the feotman 
ended, and was flavored vith a 


who me 89 
{ of t “Paice. 


3 J ‘r 
pe { usal of t WS oat ssenge r 





‘A Lady of rank returome from a 
-out ata very unseasonable hour, found 
her waiting maid dozing with a ‘Tiact 
before her which she had been reading ¢ 
ro eve caught the title, and she became 
witated ; while the maid was undress- 
‘> her, she ventured te inquire the 
cause of her trepidation—-* Oh !’? ex- 
claimed the lady, * that little book which 
lav before youm—Nrersiry !—-Ererni- 
pyereRNITY !—what a state am! in, 
rs re E ter nit ¥ heoin this JV ight! p>? 

+ The pious servant embraced this fa- 
vourable opportunity of speaking to her 
mistress. with trem! ing respec 4 on the 
eoneerns of her ‘mmortal. hever dying 
soul. The Tract, the conversation, and 
frequenting the Tiorse of God, where 
the Gosvel was faithfully preached, issu- 
ed in her reformation of manners, con- 
versioiw. present peace, and sure and cer- 
tuin hope ofeverlasting happi iness through 





Cuorist her REDEEMER. 
(Rel. Rem. 
_——O? + 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
Awake thou that sleepeth. Eph. V. 14. 


Tuis epistle, with many others of the 
apostle Paul’s, was written when he 
was a prisoner at Rome. ‘The pvrinci- 
pal object in writing te his Ephesian 
brethren, seems to have been, to remind 
tiem of the state from which they had 
been redeemed, to manifest his joy in 
(aviv faith. and exhort them to perseve- 
hance, iW » charges them to “have no 
feilowship with the uufruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them : for 
itis a shame even to sp eak of the things 
Ciatare done of them in secret. But 
all things that are reproved, are made 
manifest by the light. Wherefore hie 
saith, * awake. thou that sleepest : arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 


! Qo 
if ht.’ 


| it was often the custom of Christ and 
his Aposties, fo iliustrate the doc trines 
which they taught, by met: aphors and si- 
Thi Hes . drawn from the most common oc~- 
currences of life. By this meaus, the 
Subliinest truths of the gospel, were 

brought within the comprehension of 
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the meanest capacities, and conviction 
powerfully enforced upon the consc! lence. 
The figure made use of in the wards 
first quoted, is very striking, and but 
littie attention 18 nee ESSN, to discover 
that there is a strong similarity between 
man inastate of nature, and a person 
Ln ee p. 

A person in sleep, 
the ddktare that surrounds bim. If the 
building in which he slee ‘ps Is wrapt in 
flames, he knows it not. ‘housands 
may fall by his side, and ten thousand 
at his right hand. Perhaps at the very 
moment that he dreams of safety, and 
the enjoyment of a splendid feast, er a 
noble bunquet,the assassin aims a deadly 
dageer at his heart. ‘Thus man, ina 
state of nature, is insensible of the dan- 
vers that surround him. Ifhe reacls the 
word of God, or hears it preached, he 
learns that ‘ God is angry witl the 
wicked :” that they © shall be turned m- 
tohell with all the nations that forget 
He learis that hell is a 
place of unutterable torment. Stillhe 
feels secure: he cannot realise that it 
means him. ‘Though « God whet his 
glittering sword to take vengeance on 
the wicked ;” tho? “hell yawns from 
beneath” to receive his disembodied soul; 
he eats. he drinks, he sleeps, as uucdis- 
turbed, asifhe had made a league with 
the grave.a covenant with destiuetion,” 
and should never pass through the dis- 
mal regions of death. 

2. A person in sleep is wholly inac- 
tive as it respects iinprovement, either 
in mind or estate. Let him sleep ever 
so lone, and he will awake as ignorant, 
and as poor, as when he first closed his 
eyes. Says Solomon, “1 went by the 
field of the slothtul, and the vineyard of 
the man void of understanding : and it 
was all grown over withthorns, and net- 
tles had covered the face thereof, and 
te stone wall thereof wasbroken down.” 
While aman remains in a state of na- 
ture, he gains no spiritual knowledge. 
“ The things of the spirit of God are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them.” 


$9 * | 
Grou. ais. 


Should a man be convert- 
ed at the age of seventy, he would then 
be but a babe in Christ. While man 
remains ina state of natur eC, he is inactive 
as tothe interest of his immortal soul. 
lie lays up no “treasures in heaven.” 


is sensible of 






ogee 


~ * 
0 li alta a ee ae -<faromncTe 


a. 7 










































ipo tags 


a J 


% P , 
by } 
t 7 
7 FY 
} ; 
4? Pa ' 4 

wy 
4 
if ’ 
ee 
; ; 


= 


as ees 
ee 


ee 


aes. 


_-— 








k 








262 


His attention is engaged in other things, 
than the one thing necdtul. He sins a- 
way tus day of xrace, death comes, and 
where is he 2? ris sou: is Uawashed in 
the Diowd of the Lamu.” He has no 
kid friend tu lead nim through death’s 
dark vaie: nv mediator to intercede at 
God's right baud: ao Jesus to pity, and 
pray, * Fatoer lorgive.” None of these 
las be secured i his probationary state. 
—Ili the agonies of despair, he hears his 
doom, and sinks into tie gulph of woe, 
where hope never darts one solitary ray. 

3. A person in sleep ts unable, and 
Uiprepared to defend himself. His situ- 
ation is a delenceless one. Sinners like- 
Wise ave unprepared to meet dangers and 
trials. Lite to them, is truly a thorny 
peth.” In afflictions, they repine, and 
iiwardly case the hand tliat afilicts 
them. They are unprepared to meet 
death. Tleis tothema king of terrors, 
an unwelcome messenger, an unconquer- 
able foe. They have no shield to de- 
fend themselves from his poisonous darts: 
no baim to heal his deadly wounds, no 
antidute to counteract his fatal sting.— 
But how will they meet the more tecri- 
fic scenes of the judgment day ! 

4. A person in sleep is insensible of 
the flight of time. The night steals a- 
way imperceptibly, aid the morning 
comes before he is aware of it. So to 
the sinner, time flies with a silent, ra- 


pid flight. Life is gone before he is a- 
ware ; death approaches unexpected! y ; 


he awakes. aud behold he is in eternity. 

5. Persons in sleep often dream of 
good which they never possess, and plea- 
sures which they never enjoy. 

Sinners dream of heaven, and hope 
hereafter to enjoy its seraphic pleasures. 
‘They cry * peace, peace, when sudden 
destruction cometh upon them.” ‘They 
are rich in this world, but have no trea- 
sures secured in heaven. Their lan- 
guage is, soul, eat, drink and take thine 
ease, for thou hast much goods laid up 
fur many years. But in the solemn 
night of death, when their souls are re- 
quired, they will find themselves poor 
and naked, and miserable. The hopes 
with which they buoyed up their souls, 
will vanish like * the baseless fabric of 
a vision.” They will then find, to their 
eternal sorrow, that God is not a“ God 


allmerey.” ‘hough he now bears long 


with them, and with-holds his dre adj 
ire, yet his jealous eyes mark eye, 
deed, and vengeance slumbers but ty «. 
wake with tenfold fury, and sink the 
daring rebel! to the lowest hel!, 

6. Persous in sleepoften have theirs!um. 
bers disturbed by unpleasant dreams. 
But theyare soon past, aud sleep returns 
again with all its powerful influence. 
Tho’ lightaings flash, and thunders rend 
the heavens, they are insensible of it, 
The ungodly sometimes have their car- 
nal sluinbers disturbed. ‘They are arous- 
ed from their stupidity for a season.— 
And, alas ! how soon many of them hus) 
their consciences inte peace; compose 
their fears, and in spite of all the thun- 
ders of God’s law, and the flashes of vin- 
dictive justice, slumber on, “till with 
them, the heavens are nu more. 

Happy are all those, who awake from 
this dreadful lethargy, before it is forev- 
er too late, aud prepare for a dying hour, 
and an awfui day of final retribution — 
‘“ Awake, thou that sleepest! Arise 
from the dead, and Christ shal! give thee 
ligt.’ JUVENIS. 

( The insertion of the following commu- 
nication may perhaps be thought to be 

a deviation from that line of conduct 

which the Editor had prescribed for 

himself. He however is not ofthat opi- 
nion. His view of the subject is this ; 
the Monitor is intended for the gene- 
ral benefit of Christians of all denowi- 
nations. The Editor publishes as he 
can obtain intelligence, the proceedings 
of all societies for the promoti of the 

Redeemer’s Kingdom ; he endeavours 
to exhibit truths as he thinks, tmpor- 
tant to all ; and when he undertakes the 
office of censor, it is errors in judgment 
or practice, if not universally prevalent, 
yet common to many, that he ventures 
to condemn. He is so convinced of this, 
as to challenge any person to lay his 
finger ona passage in the Monitor, 
which does not apply. as far as censure 
goes. not only to many individuals, but 
to many societies. If the Editor knows 
any thing of the structure of his native 
language. and of the meaning of his 
own words, he can safely make the 
challenge. But if this be so, the Edi- 
tor is much at a loss to know by what 
means his heart is searched, and inten- 
tions and purposes discovered there, 






which are not avowed in words, which 
cannot be derived fromthe plain gram- 
natical import o his sentences. It is 
farther remarked, that the conductor 
‘of a paper like the Christian Monitor, 
from the very nature of his duty, is ob- 
liged to seek: information of the stute of 
the whole Church, through its various 
divisions and dispersions. In this way 
his views become more general, than o- 
therwise they would have ween: and 
hence, remarks which are intended to 
have a general effect, are applied by 
those whose attention is more confined 
to particular, or it may be, individual 
cases ¢ ani what the Editor was con- 
scious proceded from Charity, is con- 
strued by an unhappy mistake, into an 
invidious attack on those who differ 
fromhim. The Editor laments this, 
“but he cannot help it. He however 
thinks that when such mistakes are 
made, it is nothing but fair to afford 
tothose whose feelingshave beenwound- 
ed an opportunity of stating to the pub- 
lic, their views on the particular point 
in question. Onthis principle the fol- 
locing piece is admitted. The remarks 
which have been made above are gene- 
ral. In relation to this communication, 
the Editor would only suggest to his 
corespondent, that he ought to be very 
wellassured that @ principle, which 
puis all who differ from him out of the 
church of Christ, is correct, before he 
adopts it. 
Rich’d Feb’y 2d 5 1816 
Yo The Christian Monitor 
Dear Sir, 

In a Conversation with you some 
days passed on the subject of Your Ob- 
servations, on The 9 Chapter of Luke 
49th. verse, which appeared some weeks 
agoin your paper; You were kind E- 
nough ; to Say, that you would publish 
any remarks, that might be offered on 
the Subject, of those Observations. 1 
accept your offer; and shall beg leave 
to Say a few things, on that part of the 
puwlication, which touches on the Sub- 
ject of Communion. In the first place 
then, [cannot admit the correctness of 
te charge which you make, against 
those Christians who oppose the prac- 
tice of general Communion. Why ac- 
cuse them with an improper Spirit.— 
They declare their epposition in this 


263 


ject. 


Case, to be the result of their best judge- 
ment, a judgemeat, made up, by mature 
reflection, atter a diligent Examination 
of the Scriptures. Li this be the tact 
(and it would be arrogance todeny it) 
surely their practice does not proceed 
from an improper spirit, if it does from 
aweek judgement. Would it nor have 
reen more friendly to have convinced 
them of their Error, by sound reasoning, 
than to bring the heavy accusation a- 
gainst them which you have done, un- 
supported entirely (as they think) Ei- 
ther bv Scripture or Argument? Sir l 
am of the number of those who advocate 
the doctrine of Close Communion. The 
following are brirfly some of the reasons, 
which influence my opinion on this Sub- 
In the first place [tink the word 
of God requires, regeneration & Baptisin 
as prerequisites toComimunion. In this 
you agree with me. Inthe next place I 
think, if Either of these are wanting, 
there is a deficiency in qualification for 
communion which cannot be dispensed 
with. On this point tuo I presume we a- 
gree in opinion. ‘The question now is 
Whatis Baptism, or the right manner 
of Baptising. this is the only one of the 
prerequisites about which we shall differ, 
and on this subject permit me to say, that 


I as conscienciously believe a profession. 


of Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and a 
Subsiquent immerssion of the Body in 
Water Essential to the right administra- 
tion of Baptism, as you do, that light and 
heat are Essential properties of the Sun. 
Consiquently, if Baptism be a prerequi- 
site to Communion, [ Cannot admit 
those to be possesed of the prerequisite, 
for which we both contend, who have not 
been iminersed on a previous proffession 
of faith. Another reason for my prac- 
tice is this, if [ admit the doctrine of Ge- 
neral Communion to be Correct, | must 
in order to be consistent, admit the vali- 
dity of Infant Baptism; This Sir, 1 Can 
never do, unless it Can be made appear 
from the word of God to be an institution 
of Heaven, which I Verily believe can 
never be done. Againitis my decided 
opinion, that Church felloship 1s a nesse- 
sary and important term of Communion, 
for to me, it is quite Evident, that a mix- 
ed Communion of persons from the dif- 
ferent Churches, comeing together with 
all their different Views on. Religious 










































/ 
bd 
: , 
i i 
| 
‘ 

| 1 





-_ 








su hjects, would rather tend to produce 


Confusion than harmony. The Scrip- 
ture has declared that two cannot waik 
together Except they be agree *d and Ex 
yerience has prove ou the maxim true. Th he 
pict Confiictiny doctrines, & senti- 
ments of the different Religious Sects, 
w itie the v are uc . to be deplored and 
while they distress the pious © hristian of 
Every name, are nevertheless ii my opi- 
barriers to ! 


nieuw 1st ip ta! ile Gener ieee 
Sir | confess 


Communion. Indeed to 
you, that under existing circumstances, 
T Cannot think that a mixed communion 
would be even desirable. [ very much 

uestion whether it wonld tend to the 
Gilor y of God, or the Good of the C hurch, 
even if the scruples were remov’d from 
the minds of those who now oppose the 
ywractice. Thus have I plainly and brief- 
ia stated. a few reasons for not holding 
with General Communion. Much more 
might be said on the subject, but it was 
not my intention, to do more than bear- 
ly to notice the publication, to which this 
letter refers, this [ have done, and shall 
therefore Close, " ith an Earnest supplhi- 
cation, to Almighty God tivat he would 
Gracionsly & Speedily remove Every 
thing, that hurteth offendeth in all 
his holy mountain, and that he would 
hasten, the ha ippy period when we shall 
all be of ore mind, and one heart, and 
when we si ‘all all know, all lowe. and all 
practice, the truth as it is in Christ Je- 
SUS. 


or 


Yours in the hope of the 
Gospel 


Bt. Pr. 
2° 
’ 7 Ia 
Todues rio ids Fema 
IT once knew a lady flne es one,) 
noble by bi rth, but more noble by her 


virtues, who never sat idle in company, 
unless when compelled toit by the punc- 
tilio of ceremony, which e 
shouk | happen as rareiv as possi! hle, 
ing a perfect mistress of her needle, and 
havin: an excellent taxtein that as in ma- 
ny other things, her manner, whether at 
home vr abroad with her friends. was to 
be constantly engaged in  eeeneng some- 
thing useful or something beautiful : a 

the same time that she assisted rey 
portins the eonversati on with an atten- 
tion aud capacity which I have vever 


she took CH 
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seen exceeded. For the sake of y: 
and improveinent when in her 
house, some one of the compan y would 
often read atoud, while she and her { 
male Visitants were th; ius emp loved, | 
must add, that during an intimate 
quaintance of several years, [do yor, 
member to have seen her once driven to 
the polite necessity of either WIN DINE oy 
losing méin'y at play, and makii & her 
guests defray the expense of the ente;. 
tainment. 

What a happy simplici ity prevailed in 
ancient times, when it was the cus: wn 
for laclies, though of the oreatest dis sti C- 
tion, toe ploy “themselves i In useful and 
sometimes laborious works! EF very one 
kuows what is told us in scripture ty 
this purpose concernite Rebecca, Ra- 
chel, and several others. We read in 
Homer of princes ses drawing themselves 
water from springs; and ashing with 
their own hands the finest of the linen of 
their respective Fassidinng. The sisters of 
Alexander the Great, avho were tie 
daughters oi a powerful prince, employ- 
ed themselves in making clothes for thei: 
brothers. The celebrated Lucretia use| 
to spin in the midst of her female atten- 
dants. Among the Romans, no citizen 
of any note ever appeared ia public in 
any garb but what was spun by his wile 
and daugh ers. Itwas a custom in the 
northern parts of the world, not many 
years ago, for the princesses who thei 
sit upon the throne, to prepare several 
of the dishes at every meal. The de- 
pravity of the age has ‘indeed affixed to 
these customs anidea of meanness and 
contempt : but, then, what has it substi- 
tuted in the room of them ? A. soft indo- 
lence. a stupid idleness, frivolous con- 
versation, vain amusements, a strong 
passion for public shows, and a frantic 
love of gaming. 

The havits of industry, says an ele 
cantiemale writer, cannot be too early, 
sedulousty formed. Let not the 
sprightly and the brilliant reject industry 
asa plebejan quality ; as a quality to be 
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exercised only by those who have thei 
bread to earn, or their tortune to wake. 
~ ee ewer 
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